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  The Solar System School recruits and supports excellent junior researchers, offering them training towards a PhD degree in physics at an international graduate school in a vibrant geo- and astrophysics research environment.

  
  The Solar System School

The "International Max Planck Research School for Solar System Science at the University of Göttingen" (IMPRS, Solar System School) is a collaboration of the Max Planck Institute for Solar System Research and the University of Göttingen offering an international PhD programme in physics.

The Solar System School is a research-oriented graduate programme hosted by the Max Planck Institute for Solar System Research (MPS) on the Göttingen Campus in the centre of Germany. In this unique environment, the IMPRS School is run jointly with the Institute for Astrophysics and Geophysics and the Geoscience Center. Junior researchers joining the doctoral programme will find that these institutes offer excellent facilities, internationally renowned researchers and experienced teachers, and provide excellent conditions to specialise in the field of Solar System science.

The research topics for doctoral theses address scientific problems from all areas of Solar System research represented at the institute, from geophysics and planetary physics to Solar and stellar physics as well as the underlying fundamental physics and chemistry, computational physics, and space technology. High-profile space missions, outstanding projects for ground-based instruments and data analysis as well as theoretical and extensive numerical modeling provide a wide range of research possibilities for PhD students.

During their three-year PhD education, the candidates are advised by senior scientists. About 40 highly qualified doctoral candidates from more than 45 countries study at the Solar System School at any given time. The language of instruction is English. The curriculum has been designed to impart a broad, interdisciplinary and solid scientific education in astronomy and astrophysics, solar physics, and planetary sciences. It also includes additional qualification courses relevant for academic or non-academic careers.

Admittance to the programme is competitive and requires a Master of Science degree in physics, geosciences, chemistry or a related field, including a written Master's thesis. Calls for applications are issued once a year. Along with each call for applications, the School publishes a list of open PhD projects. Applications must be made through the online application portal. Successful applicants are offered a three-year doctoral support contract as well as postdoc wrap-up funding. Graduate students obtain their PhD degree in a major scientific discipline with optimal career opportunities. Continue reading about this IMPRS PhD School ...

PhD School Links

	
About the Solar System 
PhD programme

	
Information for 
PhD applicants

	
PhD student funding



	
Solar System School 
News

	
PhD positions: Call 
for applications

	
FAQ



	
Solar System School 
Curriculum

	
Online application portal


	
Students



	
Solar System School
PhD thesis

	
PhD projects in solar physics 
and stellar physics

	
Alumni



	
Living in Göttingen 
(Germany)

	
PhD projects in helioseismo-
logy and asteroseismology

	
Faculty 



	
How to find the 
MPS Göttingen

	
PhD projects in planetary
 science and remote sensing

	
Executive Committee





  




          
        
        

  
    
      
        
      

    

    
  
  
    
      	IMPRS PhD Programme
	Solar System School
	PhD Application
	Research
	Curriculum
	Members
	Downloads
	International Office
	Career


      
    




    

















    
      

    
  
        
          
            
              PhD thesis defense by Dusan Vukadinovic
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              PhD thesis defense by Björn Müller
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              International Awards For Women in Science to IMPRS alumna Rosita Kokotanekova
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      Dr. Sonja Schuh

      IMPRS Scientific Coordinator
      
        
      
          
            +49 551 384979-419
          
         info@...
      

      Webpage
      
    





      
        
      

    
      Johanna Wagner-Farssi

      Secretary
      
        
      
          
            +49 551 384979-415
          
         wagner-farssi@...
      

      
      
    





      
        
      

    
      Prof. Dr. Sami K. Solanki

      Director and IMPRS Speaker
      
        
      
          
            +49 551 384979-325
          
         solanki-office@...
      

      Personal web page
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          Historical Sunspots:
One, two, three … and Counting
        


        
            
              March 05, 2024
            
        


        

      

      
        In analyzing solar observations from the 19th century, scientists are turning to amateur researchers for help. The project will allow to better understand the history of our star.
      

    

  




            
  
      
        



      

    
      
        
          Student funding
        


        
            
              January 12, 2024
            
        


        
    
      IMPRS
    
    
      PhD
    




      

      
        Doctoral candidates joining the Solar System School are offered attractive funding, clear prospects and optimal career conditions. IMPRS-funded students receive a three-year doctoral support contract at 65% pay level. Additional funds are available for travel to international conferences. Following their PhD period, graduates are offered postdoc wrap-up funding.
      

    

  




            
  
      
        



      

    
      
        
          Award for MPS Director
        


        
            
              November 14, 2023
            
        


        

      

      
        Two scientific associations have awarded Prof. Dr. Thorsten Kleine the title "Geochemistry Fellow" for his contributions to the understanding of how the Solar System was formed.
      

    

  




            
  
      
        



      

    
      
        
          IMPRS "Solar System School" Retreat 2023
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        01 - 06 October 2023
      

    

  




            
  
      
        



      

    
      
        
          The impact of Earth’s mantle on geomagnetic field reversals
        


        
            
              October 01, 2023
            
        


        
    
      Earth
    
    
      Planetary Interiors
    
    
      Planetary science
    




      

      
        Numerical simulations to better understand the complete reversals of the geodynamo dipole
      

    

  




            
  
      
        



      

    
      
        
          IMPRS students Löschl, Albert and Sinjan co-author joint SO/PHI-HR and SDO publication
        


        
            
              September 19, 2023
            
        


        
    
      IMPRS Telegramme
    
    
      Press release
    
    
      SDO
    
    
      Solar physics
    




      

      
        Astronomical teamwork: By combining data from Solar Orbiter and SDO, a group of researchers has unambiguously determined the magnetic field at the solar surface.
      

    

  




            
  
      
        



      

    
      
        
          International Awards for Yuto Bekki
        


        
            
              September 18, 2023
            
        


        

      

      
        With the help of computer simulations, the MPS researcher described the properties of the long-period oscillations of the Sun.
      

    

  




            
  
      
        



      

    
      
        
          Sulfur on Mercury and on reduced protoplanets
        


        
            
              September 14, 2023
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      Mercury
    
    
      Open PhD Project
    
    
      Planetary science
    




      

      
        Analytical geo-/cosmochemistry applied to BepiColombo-Mission to Mercury data
      

    

  




            
  
      
        



      

    
      
        
          Scientific data analysis models for SWI onboard the JUICE mission to Jupiter
        


        
            
              September 01, 2023
            
        


        
    
      JUICE
    
    
      Jupiter
    
    
      Open PhD Project
    
    
      Planetary Atmospheres
    
    
      Planetary science
    




      

      
        Understanding the JUICE/SWI instrument characteristics and the radiation intensity that the SWI instrument will receive from Jupiter’s icy moons
      

    

  




            
  
      
        



      

    
      
        
          Open PhD Projects in Solar System Science
        


        
            
              August 02, 2023
            
        


        

      

      
        The list of open PhD thesis projects will be of interest to students considering to apply to the Solar System School.
      

    

  




            
  
      
        



      

    
      
        
          PhD in Solar System science: Apply by 1 October 2023
        


        
            
              August 01, 2023
            
        


        
    
      Astrophysics
    
    
      IMPRS Telegramme
    
    
      PhD
    
    
      Planetary science
    




      

      
        Call for applications: PhD positions in planetary science, solar physics, stellar physics, with a starting date in September 2024, at the IMPRS in Göttingen.
      

    

  




            
  
      
        



      

    
      
        
          Solar System School PhD Positions 2024
        


        
            
              August 01, 2023
            
        


        

      

      
        Application deadline 1 October 2023. PhD projects in planetary science, solar and stellar physics, solar magnetism, heliophysics, helioseismology, asteroseismology, ...
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